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There is another class of terms that demand our attention; these 
are propitiation, atunement, sacrifice, and recune:iatiwoa, 











After the Vulgate, our English translators have rendered the word, 
hilasterion, propitiation, which translation Le Clere vindicates and 
Hammond condemns. Certainly we ought to distinguish between 
hilasterions a propitiatory, and Ai/asmos, a propitiation. 1 John ii. 
2. H:lasterivn never signifies propitiation, as translated in the La- 
tin and English versions, but is always used, wherever it occurs in 
both the Old and New Testaments, to express the Mercy-seat, which 
was the golden lid of the Ark, over which hovered the cherubim, 
upon which the shechinah or cloud of glory rested, and from which 
the divine oracles were dispensed. Ex. xxv. 22. Num. vii. 89. Lev. 
xvii. 2. Heb. ix. 5. The Hebrew, Aapporeth, is rendered by the 
Septuagint, hilasterion, by the Vulgate, propitiatorium, and by our 
translators, in all other places, .Werey-seat; and therefore they should 
have so translated it here. 

If it be asked, what idea ought we to have of Christ as a mercy- 
seat? We answer, the mercy seat was the cover of the Ark of the 
eovenant, where God tells Moses, **l will meet with thee, and I 
will commune from above the mercy-seat, from between the twe 
eherubim, which are upon the Ark of the testimony, of all things 
which I will give theé in command tothe children of Israel. Ex. 
xxv. 22. This was the place from which the voice issued, giving 
Moses orders what to do. Num. vii. 89. Hence the application is 
easy: God sent his Son to dispense oracles to men, and make knowrm 
the councils of the most high: and thus the Apostle describes Jesus 
as speaking to us from heaven. Heb. xii. 29. Again as the mercy- 
seat was the place where God met with Moses, the representative of 
the people, so God is in Christ reconciling the world to himself. 2 
Cor. v. 18; and Christ is the brightness of the Father’s glory. Heb. 
i. 2. Moreover on the great day of atonement, Aaron sprinkied 
the blood on and before the mercy-seat; Lev. xvi. 13; and burned 
inscense, the emblem of prayer, Ps. exli. 2. Rev. viii. 3 4; and caus- 
ed the smoke to cover the mercy-seat. From this, God dispen- 
sing mercy and goodness to the people, would teach us that he is 
seated on a throne of mercy, the basis of his intercourse with meng 
and that all our prayers and services should have reference to him as 
placed on the mercy-seat. Let then our view be directed to the 
Almighty, as meeting us in.Christ the Mediator, not as a devouring 
fire, or a stern Judge, but as a God whose mercy endureth forev- 
ér, manifested in Christ, as our Father, benefactor, and fread: 
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Lastly, as the word propitiation, implies any thing whereby coli: 
formity to the will and character of the Deity is effected, and as the 
reat object of Christ’s mission, was to turn every one of us from 
iniquity, and thereby reconcile us to God, Christ may, with great 
propriety be called a propitiation; for all that is wanted, to propiti- 
ate us to God, is moral conformity to his image. God needs no 
ears he changes not; therefore in us the change must be ef- 
ected. Hence it must appear evident to every unprejudiced per- 
son, that this beautiful allusion of the Apostle to the propitiatory, 
which was intended to represent Christ as the medium of the Di- 
vine communications to mankind, gives no countenance to the com- 
monly received doctrine of atonement, by vicarious sufferings. See 
Hammond, Le Clerc, Taylor, and Imp. Ver. on the passage. 

AronemMEnT, Rom. v. 11. ‘I cannot imagine, says Dr. Taylor, 
what could induce our translators to render kataliagen by atonement, 
when they render the verb, katallasso, by reconcile, and katcliage 
by reconciliation, in all other places. See 1 Cor. vii, 11. 2 Cor v. 
18, 19, 20. Rom. xi. 25; 2 Cor. x. 18, 19.°° ‘These words are never 
applied to the Jews, but only to the Gentile world. Therefore to 

in a correct notion of their import, we must remember, that dur- 
ing the long period from the time the covenant was made with Abra- 
ham till Christ came, while the Jews were the peculiar people of 
God and his professed subjects, the rest of the world were under re- 
volt, being the subjects of false gods, to whom they paid idolatrous ho- 
mage. Gal iv. 8. Hence they are called strangers, foreigners, and 
enemies. But in the gospel, they are invited to return to their al- 
Jegiance to God, and promised pardon on submitting to that king- 
dom which Go: had erected under his Son. Accordingly such of 
the Gentiles, as believed in Christ, were adopted into the kingdom 
of God, and became his people and subjects. .1 Thes. i. 9, 10.— 
Thus the Gentiles were reconciled, or their state was changed from 
rebels, to that of subjects at peace with God; Rom. v. 1. That 
this is the true imp ort of the words /ata/lasso and kato/lage appears 
from their derivation from a/los, another, which intimates a change, 
whereby a person becomes another, or differently minded from what 
he was before. 1 Cor. vii. 11. If she depart let her remain un- 
married or be reconciled to her husband. But that all this should 
be understood nationally, in relation to external privilege, without 
any view to real virtue ora state of preparation for heaven by per- 
sonal holiness, is evident from the distinction made by the Apostle, 
between reconciliation and salvation. Rom. v. 10. If when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more being recovered, we shall be sav d by his life. 

The word mtonement, radically signifies the same as reconcilia‘ion, 
at vue or agreed, But it is capable of being perverted to a very «if- 
ferent sense; and hence they who attach the heathen doctrine of 
placating wrathful gods, prefer the use of the term alonemen:, to that 
of reconciliation, Surely the scripture could never excite the no- 
faon of God being angry, and afterwards appeased by sacrifices: 
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for if the immutable Jehovah was ever angry or wrathful, he must 
have remained 8o eternally, Every view that can be taken of the 
doctrine of atonement, as taught by christians in general, divests 
Jehovah of the attributes of goodness and immutability; and places 
him on a footing with the tuman idols of the Pagan world. The 
original word signifies a change, and if applied to God, must mean, 
that he changes, which robs him of every claim to deity. 

The doctrine of atonement, implying a satisfaction to Divine jus- 
tice for the transgressions of the sinner, is a most unholy, licentious, 
and absurd dogma, which should be expunged out of:every book, as 
it must out of every mind, before the knowledge of God can enter. 
If Jesus were the only God, as the believers of this doctrine assert, 
to whom could he make an atonement? If to any, surely to himself; 
and if this were effected by sufferings, then he must have punished 
himself to please himself, which outrages all common sense!! If there 
be three persons in the Godhead, the Father, Son, and Spirit, then 
the dispositions and attributes of each and all of them, must be the 
same. If tne Father were angry, the Son must have been angry— 
if the Father required an atonement, the Son must demand it also. 
Who then shall interpose on_behalf of man? If the Son make an at- 
onement, then the doctrine is proved false, which supposed the Deity 
to require an atonement or piacular sacrifice, or the supposed Deity 
of Jesus is denied. If Jesus be God, and made an atonement to the 
Father, then by parity of reasoning, Jesus can not admit of any being 
saved, till the Father become incarnate and make an atonement to 
the Son, In like manner must the matter be adjusted between them 
and the Holy Spirit. O God of wisdom, what confusion and impie- 
ty is here!! 

But say the advocates of this doctrine, Jesus must be God and 
have made an infinite atonement for our sins, or our case is hopeless: 
Why, what need for an infinite atonement? If the sin of one man 
requires an infinite sacrifice, then there will be needed, just as ma- 
ny infinite atonements as there have been, or shall be sinners in the. 
world; and just as many infinite Gods must become incarnate, and 
suffer in man’s stead, as there will be sinners saved from infinite and 
endless wrath!! Moreover if Christ have made an infinite atone- 
ment for the satisfaction of Divine justice, why will not all be sa- 
ved? Will God be unjust to himself? Can he punish himself for no 
purpose? Oye christians, when will ye admit the understanding 
God has given you, to vindicate the Divine character from such un- 
hallowed aspersions! 

Many still cling to the notion of substitution, from reading certain 

hrases in the Scriptures, which, if taken literally, would seem to 
imply the doctrine. But a careful perusal of these same scriptures, 
would soon recover them from this deception. As the transgres- 
sions of Israel were placed on the head of the scape goat, and he 
carried them off, to signify that they were pardoned. Lev. xvi. 21, 
22. So the Lord is represented as placing our iniquities on Christ, 
who bears them away. But this figure shculd convey to our minds 
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the ablution of sin, when the transgressor becomes reconciled te 
God, through the instrumentality of Christ or his gospel. For as 
Christ is said to bear our sins, Is. lili. 11; John i. 29; 1 Peter ii. 24, 
so he is said to bear our. sickness. Matt. viii. 17.. If then he be- 
cane a sinner because of our sin, he must have also become an in- 
valid by our diseases. But as he carried our sorrows, Is. lili, 4, 
and bore our diseases, Matt. viii. 17, without either becoming sick, 
or accounted diseased, so he carried or bore our sins, without beco- 
ming a sinner, either really or imputedly. The Hebrew nasha, Is. 
liti. 11. and the Greek, e/abe, Matt. viii. 17, are the words, used in 
the description of the scape-goat, Ley. xvi. 22, and imply that 
Christ takes away sins, as the goat figuratively did, not by suffering 
for them, for this the goat di¢ not, but by turning men away from 
their sins, or delivering them from the desire or disposition to sins 
and this he does when men are reconciled to God in this world, or 
when he delivers them from the bondage of corruption, in the morn 
of the resurrection. When therefore it is said that Christ died for 
us, we ought not to imagine that he died in our stead; for experience” 
demonstrates that we all die each for himself; and that every man 
still suffers for his own sin. But Christ died for us, that is on our 
account: for all the actions and sufferings of his life were for the ho- 
nor of God and man’s benefit. So far however are the scriptures 
from teaching the doctrine of substitution that they.represent men 
suffering fur Christ as he suffered for them. Phil. i. 29. Acts xv. 26, 
xxi, 15. As none therefore will dare to say, that we suffer for 
Christ’s sins, so none ought to assert that he suffered in our stead, 
the innocent for the guilty. It notwithstanding clearly follows, that 
Christ suffered on our account. with a view to our advantage; and 
with that benevolent disposition of mind, which inclines every good 
man to do good even at his own hazard. Nay he may even be said 
to have suffered in our atead, because had he not been faithful unto 
death. millions, who have been reclaimed by his doctrine and exam- 
ple. might have, all their lives, remained under the bondage of cor- 
ruption. 

The doctrine of bloody sacrifices, as substitutes for virtue, espe- 
cially human victims, had its origin in the darkened minds of Pagan 
idolators. .**When mankind lost sight of a beneficient Creator, the 
Go! of purity, and consecrated altars to demons and hero-gods, such 
as Moloch and Baal; these objects of blinded fear led them to the 
most horrid acts of cruelty: and to every species of obscenity; and 
even to burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their monster 
gods. Such we read was the conduct of the king of Moab, who of- 
fere! his eldest son for a burnt offering on the wa'l, when his capital 
was besieged; and with these scriptural facts, all accounts, ancient 
and modern, exactly correspond. See Tawnsend’s character of Mo- 
ses. 

Homer. who wrote n-ne hundred years before the Christian era, 
gives us one account of human victims. But not till it was conceiv- 
ed that a great and moést malignant spirit was the proper object of 
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fear; or that provincial gods, equally malignant, disposed of ‘all 
things in our world, did men bind their own species to the altar, 
and in times of distress, sacrifice those whom they valued most.— 
After Xerxes passed the Strymon, he buried alive nine young men 
and as many virgins; following the example of his wife, who had 
commanded fourteen Persian children of illustrious birth, to be of- 
fered, in the same manner, to the god that rules below. Thus in the 
infancy of Rome, Curtius, for the safety of his country, devoted him- 
self to the infernal gods! So when “Eneas performed the last rites 
for his friend Pallas, he sacrificed eight captives to the infernal gods! 
‘Thus we behold the vain notion of vicarious sufferings, distinctly 
marked in the rude conceptions of a benighted and savage world,who 
foolishly imagined, that the guilt of the offender might be transferred 
to the innocent. How much is it to be lamented, that civilized na- 
tions should have retained the crude notions of their barbarous an- 
cestors. These dreadful calamities never could have happened in 
the world, had not the knowledge of the’ Great Jehovah been lost, 
and his person and worship supplanted,by an imaginary apostate spi- 
rit, whose adoration has been at different times universally diffused 
over ail the nations of the earth. 
The practice of shedding human blood before the altars of their 
ods was not peculiar to the Trojans and Greeks; the Romans fol- 
anet their example. In the first ages of their republic, they sac- 
rificed their children to the goddess Mania; and Augustus, after ta- 
king Perusia, sacrificed on the ides of March, three hundred senators 
and knights to the divinity of Julius Cesar. The Carthaginians sa- 
crificed their children to Chronus. In Heliopolis the Egyptians sa- 
crificed three men daily to Juno. The Spartans scourged to death 
young women, to gratify Diana: and the Arcadians did the same to 
appease the wrath of Bacchus. ‘The Sabian idolaters off:red human 
victims to Mythra—the Cretans to Jupiter—the Lacedemonians 
to Mars—the Lesbians to Bacchus—the Phocians to Diana—the 
Thessalians to Chiron. C2asar informs us, that the Gauls being per- 
suaded that the gods could never be appeased otherwise than by giv- 
ing life for life, constructed wicker images of enormous bulk, and 
having filled them with men, they first suffocated and then consumed 
them by fire! Long smoked the altars of Woden with Swedish blood; 
and the Danes, in the January of every ninth year, sacrificed ninety 
nine men, with as many dogs. It is well known that the Brahmins 
ave had their human victims, in all ages: and even in our days, 
thousands have voluntarily perished under the wheels of their god 
Jughernaut. But who in America will approve a practice so infer- 
nal: and who will be se impious as to say, that God has sanctified 
tHe example, by the slaughter of his son? Away then, O away with 
the unholy doctrine of substitution; and let the shocking narrative of 
bloody human victims be heard no more in a Christian land. 
We have long been taught that sacrifices weve instituted by Jeho- 
vah: that they commenced immediately efter the lapse of our first 
parents; and were intended to typify and represent the sacrifice of 
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the mediator, which he should make for the sin of mankind, about 
four thousand years alter. But this is altogether gratuitous conjecture, 
and is totally incapable of either proof or vindication. If God was 
pleased to institute sacrifices and offerings as substitutes for virtue 
and obedience, how could he afterwards abrogate them, or declare 
them insignificant and unavailing, during the very time of the Mosaic 
institution, under which they were practised? Can the popish doc- 
tiine of indulgences, or of selling Ficentes for the commission of 
crime, be blamed or condemned by those, who advocate the divine 
origin of sacrifices? Surely not, without the greatest inconsistency. 
God declares he has no delight in sacrifices; that he will not reprove 
for the neglect of them; that they were vain oblations; and the apos- 
tle pronounces them insignificant and inadequate to answer the end 
for which they were intended, See Ps, lL. 8, 14, and li. 16. Is. i. 
li, 4. Heb. x. 1, 8: We therefore conclude that they were not 
of divine origin but borrowed from the dark idolatrous nations, and 
practised, by God’s permission, in the external parade of aa emble- 
matic and ceremonious worship. 

From this investigation of the terms and phrases, used by the sacred 
writers, to explain the objects of Christ mission wecan fairly cons 
clude, that man alone being in a state of irreconciliation and rebellion 
against his maker, Christ the ambassador of Heaven, came un a 
message of love from his Father, and vue Father, and labored, most 
perseveringly to reconcile as to God, ‘That bis whole life being de- 
voted to this great end, may have authorised the apostles, speaking af- 
ter the manner of the Jews, to represent Christ as a lamb, a sacrifice, 
and a propitiation; and so far as the message was successful, to Cenom- 
inate him our Saviour, Redeemer, Justification, and Redemption. If 
however it be demanded,whereiv consists the design and end of Christ's 
death, to which the sacred writers attach so great importance? We re- 
ply. 

1. The death of Christ was necessary to ratify the covenant of 
grace and mercy. He was the faithful and true witness. For this 
cause he was born and came into the world, that he might bear wit- 
ness of the truth. He died a martyr, and thereby sealed the truth 
of his testimony with his blood. ‘Throughout his public ministry, he 
had taught the doctrine of a blessed immortality; and his death waa 
admirably calculated to confirm that doctrine. His public erucifix- 
ion, during one of the principal Jewish festivals, when strangers 
were collected at Jerusalem from all parts of the then known world, 
would naturally produce inquiry, and cause the name and doctrines 
of Jesus to be every where known. His resurrection from the dead 
while the multitudes remained at the festival, would naturally tend 
to incline men to farther inquiry, and prepare the way of the Lord 
and his gospel among the nations. ‘Though his resurrection could 
not be au example or evidence of that of other men, seeing his body 
had not undergone decomposition, yet it was Jehovah’s seal of the 
covenant, which confirmed the truth of Christ’s mission and the doc- 
trine of pardon and eternal life. Under this view the gospel is of 
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the very highest importance to mankind. Influenced by a desire to 
exist beyond the grave, the sages of antiquity sighed for immortalie 
ty, but never could arrive at certainty on this awful and interesting 
subject. By the death and resurrection of Jesus, the darkness is 
removed, doubts are dissipated, and the clear light now shines; for 
he hath brought life and immortality to light by the gospel. 

2. The death of Jesus exhibits the most perfect example of obedi- 
ence and moral excellence. He had authority to lay down his life and 
authority to take it up again. This command he received of his 
Father. He might have avoided a violent death, had he deserted 
the path of duty; but by strict adherence to his duty, he exposed bim- 
self to pain and sufferings, that he might become our example in suf- 
fering for the couse of truth and God. In his death he manifested no 
resistence nor ill-will tohis enemies. His gentleness and meekness, 
showed that in him was fulfilled the prediction of the prophet, “He 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter ani like a sheep is dumb before 
his shearer, so he opened not his mouth.’ His life and death evin- 
ced nothing but pity for bis enemies, submission to the will of his God, 
and love to the whole human race. 

3, He died to effect the salvation ef mankind. The common notion 
of salvation is exemption from future punishment, and enjoyment of 
future bliss. But this is rather a consequence of the gospel salvation, 
than the salvation itself. If we spe*k literaily, the death of Christ 
was never designed te free man from the consequences of sin; much 
less to intercept or pervert the exercise of justice. A holy God can- 
not suffer the guilty to pass unpunished, «nd a just Ged will not pun- 
ish the innocent imstead of the guilty. ‘Ihe death of Jesus therefore, 
should never be regarded as a means of degrading ‘he attributes of 
Deity, for the sake of favoring human impiety, or obtaining a licence 

osin with impunity. But as the death of Jesus was the seal of the 
everlasting covenant, and the confirmation of the gospel message, it 
was eminently calculated to produce conviction in the minds of men, 
that he came from God; and believing the Gospel, their lives become 
assimulated to his precepts and example They turn from idols to 
the living God; and being saved from sin, they cease to experience 
its consequences. ‘Thus Christ dred for us; and thus he died for our 
sins; that we being turned from ovr iniquities might serve God in 
newness of life, all our days. Hence it appears that the salvation Je- 
sus died to effect, and which the believers in him can alone enjoy, 
consists in a state of reconciliation to God; and this reconciliation is 
efiected, in the mind of rebellious man, when he beholds in the Gos- 
pel glass, the face of his merciful Father, breathing only love and pi- 
ty for his erring offspring. Alarmed at the folly of his unholy and 
vile conceptions of his Maker, and reflecting on the degradation and 
misery experienced in a state of alienation, he exclaims, J will arise 
and goto my Father, Perceiving immediately that God is love, he 
finds his heaven is begun, and walking in the commandments of the 
Lord and the light of his countenance, he lifts his eyes to the Heav- 
eus and in the spirit of adoption cries, 
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There is my house and portion fair, 
My treasure and my heart are there, 
And my abiding home; 
For me my elder Brethren stay, 
And angels beckon me away, 
And Jesus bids me come. 


Thus we have finished this most important disquisition, the greater 
part of which, has been occupied in clearing away the rubish from the 
spiritual temple of the Lord, polishing the rude materials, and prepar- 
ing for the erection of a Divine and permanent superstructure In the 
mission of Jesus, we behold the love of the Universal Parent, freely 
flowing to u sinful and rebellious world. No price was required, no 
bloody sacrifice needed to induce the God of love to pity his offspring. 
He selected Jesus a wan from among his brethren, he endowes him 
with wisdom and power, thus m iking | him acequate to be the Saviour 
of the world; for to say that God could not make a man, a sufficient 
Saviour, is to assert that he either knows not the extent of the salva 
tion needed, or that God’s power is limited; either of which ts tan- 
tamount to atheism. Having therefore duly qualified Jesus, and sent 
him to be the Saviour of the world, all who hear and believe the mes- 
sage of the Son, experience initial salvation through the pardon of sin, 
and joy and peace in believing. This S:lvation, therefore, is not a de- 
liverance from the consequences of sin, whilst men live in transgres- 
sion, but itis a deliverance from the tendency and disposition to sing 
and hence a deliverance trom its consequences. But as the procl una- 
tion of the gospel is limited, and all men do not hear, much less be- 
lieve the glorious message; there are still but few, comparatively spe k- 
ing, who enjoy initial Salvation, in this world, Notwithst ding «s God 
appointed Jesus to be the Saviour of the world, and on account of his 
obedience to death, appointed him likewise, the great Steward of Hea- 
ven, to dispense the blessings of the new and everlasting covenant; 
He shall open the kingdom of heaven, not only to all who bclieve 
and are partially saved in this live, but fitting the whole human fam- 
ily; by the glorious change of death, for honor and immortality, all 
shall be introduced into the joys of their Lord. Amen. J. 8. ‘T. 


UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Western Association will meet at Eatonsbush, Herkimer ce. 
an the first Wedne-day and Thursday, and the Blick River Branch, 
at the village of Watertown, on the second Wednesday and ‘Thurs- 
day of the present month; at which will be offered the following 


BOOKS FOR SALE, 
Kneeland’s ‘Testaments, English, and Greek and English—Lectures 
on Universal Benevolence—New Pronouncing Spelling Book—Kneel- 


and’s Controversy with M’Calla—P! iilaclel pia Magazine—Rochester 
Magazine, and Pickering’s Hymn Book. 











Sermon. 8 


Mr. Smirn’s sERMON CONCLUDED: 


$. This knowledge can have no material relation to the personal 
tharacter of Jesus hrist, otherwise than his character is connected 
with his doctrine. Christ, who was the revealer of the doctrine of 
the gospel, is often named by the Apostle Paul, for the gospel itself. 
Thus he says ‘‘we preach Christ,” when it is too notorious to require 
an illustration, that he intended to be understood of preaching the 
doctrine or gospel of Christ. 

To grow in **the knowledge of our Lord,” is therefore to increase 
in the knowledge of his doctrine. On this occasion it will not be 
expected, that i should exhibit the peculiar doctrines which discrim- 
inate modern sectarians, or detail the fundamental truths in which 
all agree, and all devoutly profess, 

I therefore remark, that the doctrine of the gospel was originally 
announced in pristine purity—that Jesus and his Apostles received 
it uncontaminated from its native and inexhaustible fountain, and 
diffused it to the perishing and destitute among the nations. The 
Jew, whose inborn predilections for his law inspired the belief, that 
each dispensation of the Deity, received additional sanctity by its ob- 
servance; early incorporated the ceremonials of his —— with the 
—, of Christianity. The entire epistle of the Galatians will 

found to support, and justify this observation. 

The stupid, and superstitious Gentile, enveloped in darkness, and 
a slave to his brutal passions; viewed the ordinances of the gospel 
as the offices of a religion which admitted the levity, and perhaps 
the debauchery of the feasts of Bacchus. Nor this only: the phi- 
ne So and speculative would mingle the rudiments of woridy 
wisdom, with ‘‘the wisdom from above.” And thus the simple and 
unadorned communications of heaven, were tortured, and modified, 
and corrupted, to an adaption to the legal prejudices of the devoted 
followers of Moses, and the squeamish disciple of Plato. 


Such were the zeal and efforts to accomplish this, even in the 
Apostolic age, that it called into exercise the united endeavors of 
the Apostles themselves, to’counteract this spirit of encroachment. 
Consequently, instead of an universal knowledge of Divine truth, 
the disciples in general; lost the proper understanding of even that 
which they had received. And though there were many exceptions; 
many who saw; and felt, and lamented the general departure from 
the simplicity of the truth, yet the frequent recurrence of the ex- 
hortations similar in spirit and sentiment to that of the text, was jus- 
tified and demanded. 


If to increase in the knowledge of Christ,was a duty, when the truth 
was held ‘‘in the love of it; how must that duty find new, and impos- 
ing reasons, when Judaising teachers, and speculative mythologists 
were *‘teaching for doctrine, the commandments of men!” During 
three centuries, the church was suffered to remain without patronage, 
and without power, Afterwards its lamp burnd not with pristine bright. 
ness, for its splendor was dimued by ‘‘vain philosophy.” Its peried of 
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darkness had come; and the hand of evil power robbed it of its jews 
els, turned its beauty to deformity, palsied its energies, and bound 
it in chains. I stop here to notice, that our Lord encouraged, and 
taught, and exemplified the most enlarged benevolence while he au- 
thorised and permitted, the réigit of private judgment, in matters of 
religion. When the beloved disciple siw ‘‘one casting out demons” 
in the name of Jesus, the disciple *‘forbade him because he followed 
not” with them. This called forth a gentle rebuke from the Saviour, 
‘forbid him not, for he that is not against us, is for us.” On this 
great principle of individual right, is based that holy spirit of illi- 
mitabe charity, which dictates the injunction—*‘love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good them that hate you, and pray for 
them that dispitefully use and persecute you.*? Every act of perse- 
cution, is an unequivocal denial of the right of private judgment; 
and at the same time, an abandonment of the seal virtues embraced 
in the circle of charity. 
No principle, hostile to the genius of the gospel, lurks so unsus- 
ectingly secure in the human heart, as that which prompts the pro< 
i to claim exclusive truth, and the consequent privilege of ex- 
erting his holy indignation in acts of cruelty and vengeance against 
every dissenter from his creed. In this one article, to grow in the 


knowledge of the precept—the doctrine and example of Christ, was 
all important. And in the purest condition of the church, we may 
feel ample assurance, there was much to learn, even among the most 


enlightened of the disciples, and the most faithful followers of our 
heaven-ascended master. 


But when the ample wing of imperial authority, was extended 
over the church—when christian prelates assumed the habiliments of 
state—when orthodoxy was established by the civil law, and when 
power assumed exclusive riglt; then cruelty was called justice, and 
persecution esteemed mercy. ‘Then, the canous of councils were 
deemed more sacred than the scriptures of truth; and the ravings of 
fanatics more pious, than the sacred aspirations of the Holy Spirit. 
Then the veto of the Bishop of Rowe,,was more dreadful than the 
‘thunders of Sinai; and his interdict was more terrilic than the just 
judgments of heaven. Then submission to ecclesiastical tyranny, was 
dignified with the name of piety; and mendicants and flaggellants 
‘were immortalized by canonization. Then pious frauds and coun- 
terfeit mitacles, and holy impostures were the subjects of amazement 
to the stupid and astonished multitude; while their ghostly authors 
revelled in cloistered indolence, and fattened on the spoils of honest 


and oppressed hureanity. ‘Then charity bluhsed for man—took her 
flight from his polluted habitation, and in hermit solitude mourned 


-over his fallen dignity and degradation. Her votaries were schisma- 
‘tics and heretics, whose altars were overthrown, and whose hallow - 
ed temples were demolished—whose sacred rites were prohibited, 


and whose persons were out-lawed—whose faith was treason, and 
whose profession was outrage and death. 
Such were the detested fruits of the unnatural amalgamation of 
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christianity with civil powers and the consequent establishment of 
a national and exclusive creed. ‘The ambitious found it the road to 
power; the covetous, the way to wealth, and the painted hypocrite a 
convenient cover for his deformities, and a screne from the chastise 
ments of violated law. Crimes of the greatest enormity, and i impo- 
sitions the most degrading and diabolical, were practised with impu- 
nity, in the name of that. religion, which taught the morality of hea- 
ven, and revealed the perfections of. the immaculate God.  Moreo- 
ver the exertion of human intellect was suspended—the sciences were 
neglected, and legendary fictions, and scholastic trifling usurped the 
empire of sober and sentimental truth. In one word—“darkness 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the people.” 

But compassionate heax en, looked down at length upon a benigh- 
ted world—heard the heartfelt intercessions of the few and faithful 
witnesses, and gave an answer replete with mercy. What with ex- 
ulting emphasis, we call the reformation, was granted to the chris- 
tian church. ‘The great moral abuses of professors were corrected; 
the antiquated remnants of paganism no longer polluted the temple 
ef God, and licensed transgression and ‘plenary indulgence” were 
abolished, when the reformation imparted its renovating influence.— 
The reformers avowedly recognised individual liberty of conscience; 
but they were strongly ‘infected with the spirit of the times; and too 
often manifested a narro.vness of mind, and an illiberality of feel- 
ing, that was truly Papal. 

Their opinions, na doctrines, and professions of faith, were by 
them, believed to comprise the true doctrines of the gospel; and 
within the pale of their influence to dissent from them, was to incur 
the odium of heresy. In this respect the reformation was obviously 
incomplete; and yet, such was the respect which men voluntarily 
paid to the manly and dignified worth ef the reformers, that their 
opiniens, and practices have been generally adopted, with rarely an 
effort at further improvement. Among the various protestant sects, 
none are very strongly marked by a superabundant liberality; and 
most of them, however, unwilling to receive, are yet willing to exer- 

cise 4he coldness of contempt, on every dissenter and the utmost ri- 
gor of anathema and excommunication. 

It is indeed true, that the asperities of partizans, have been tem- 
peredt and softened to a degree, which in the time of actual persecu- 
tion could never have been anticipated. But we are not to sit in si- 
lent indolence. consoling ourselves with the assurance, that the mu- 
tual charities of sectarians are susceptible of no further improve- 
mént and cnoltivation. Much remains to be desired,.and effected.— 
Is it.enquired how? The answer is obvious—by respecting the rights 
ef others, and esteeming them as sacred as our own. To the ne- 


glect or want of this one principle of “brotherly kindness,” is to be 
traced the immolation of thirty millions of humar beings, on the 


blood-stained altars of bigotry and superstition, The progress of 
intelligence, and of a more active ant enlarged pence 
have been simultaneous and the most enlightened. have unifor 
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been the most liberal. But one important barrier to general benev-. 
olence, exists among us, except the obstacles found in our prejudi- 
ces and ions, Itis the existence of antiquated confessions of 
~~ hese were perhaps originally proper: and many of them 
ve already experienced a modification, adapted to some particular 
circumstances of the church, or the prevailing tone of public opin- 
jon. By then, the religious qualifications of every professor is tes- 
ted; the spiritual attainments of each member squared; and his or- 
thodoxy, or hetrodoxy determined by an appeal to their,authority.— 
What is this but the substitution of human authority, for the decis- 
ion of questions where nothing human can judge, instead of appealing 
to the record of heaven—the oracles of truth. What remains then 
but to expunge from the catalogue of christian distinctions the name 
of creep; and let the scriptures become in fact, what they are in 
name—the rule of our faith and practice. (I use the greater liberty 
in my remarks, on creeds, because my own denomination, is in gen- 
éral, governed by one.) To these is owing the distinction of sects 
-—they constitute the line of demarkation between different profes- 
sors, and they often embroil families and neighborhoods in the bit- 
terness of unceasing, and clamorous controversy, They are the ve- 
ry nourishment and food of prejudice; they are the manacles of char- 
ity—they are the offspring of eternal usurpation, the instruments of 
¢ruelty, and the bonds of those whom ‘Christ has made free.”” The 
Saviour and his apostles neither instructed, nor required any other 
confession of faith, than this short but comprehensive declaration— 
**I believe that Jesus is the Christ—the Son of the living God.”— 
Would we then show our knowledge of Christ; we must return to. 
this as the fundamental axiom of christianity, leaving every one to 
judge of all other particulars according to evidence, and the dicta- 
tion of his conscience. 
wy Brethren,—Thus to ‘‘grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” will secure to you the full enjoyment of 
christian friendship; and also all the blessings of Christian virtue, 
You will mingle in this house, your songs of praise—at this altar 
offer your united devotions—here solemnize your yows,and dedicate 
our offspring; and from this desk hear the words of life dispensed, 
his consecrated spot, is the place of your public and social wor 
ship. And would you manifest your growth in grace, let no distinc- 
tion of name or sect frighten you from your seats, while no ill use is 
made of your liberality. Then will your unron extend its influence 
and its blessings, beyond those walls—the work of men’s hands; it 
will pervade your household, and shed a holier lustre on your chris- 
tian name. Amen. 
= 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 
Miss Almira Hall, was excommunicated from the Baptist Church, 
of Fairfield, Herkimer co. on the 4th ult. for believing the doctrine 


ef God’s wniversal and impartial grace. She did not arrive at the 
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ace, where the meeting was held for considering her case, until the 
church had passed judgment upon, and excluded her from its fellow 
ship and communion, When she did arrive, a member of the church, 
who probably wis i's organ, arose ahd informed her, the church had 
excommunic:ted her for believing the “devil’s dectrine.”? She then 
requested permission to revd a defence which she had prepared.— 
This reasonable request, made in the spirit of religion, and by a fe- 
male, was uoreasoaably. tartly, and ungraciously refused. In the eve- 
ning she attended a monthly conference of the church, when and where 
she delivered her defence. What does honor to the defence, and 
gives it greater interest is the fact, that it was prepared without the aid 
of a second person, and by the person excommunicated. The Bap- 
tist church of Fairfield have not alleged any thing against the morat 
gharacter of Miss Hall, G. B. L 


Derevce of Miss Almira Hall, read before the Baptist church of 
Fairfield, on the evening of the 4th of April, 1825. 


Dear Brethren, 


It is with a heart beating high with joy, that I now attempt to re- 
veal to you the thoughts of my mind, and relate the glorious change, 
that has heen wrought in my sentiments, by aa earnest and humble in- 
quiry after truth, I have searched the word af God, with a prayerful 
heart, aud desire to understand what I read. And | have a witness 
within myself, that my pravers have been answered. 

But what have I found inthe scriptures to change my views? I 
have there found that it is God’s everlasting and unchanging wil!, that 
ALL men shall be saved, I have there found that God’s will must be 
done, for he has said, My council shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure. I find also in Paul's first epistle to Timothy, second chap. 
ter, we are commanded to pray for all men, lifling up holy hands, 
without wrath or doubting ; for this is good and accept«ble in the sight 
of God our Savioyr, for there is one Col, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all tu be testified in time. ‘There do I find that God is good unto all 
and his tender mercies over al! his works ; that he is a God of love, 
and unchangeable in his being; that Jesus is the true light, that light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world; that he came to seek and 
to save that which was lost; that he was a friend to publicans and sin- 
ners ; that he even prayed for murderers on his cross, and blessed his 
foes in the hour of death ; that he came not ta condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved. 

From the Bible do I lea that there is none that doeth good, no not 
one ; that all have sinned and come short of ‘iocd's glory ; that all have 
gone out of the way, and that consequently, ifone is punished ead- 
lessly, all inust be, for God ig not a respecter of persons. If one man 
become better than another, it wil] be effected by the work of God.— 
God 13 as able and willing to change all as he is one. No man can 
come to Christ except the Father draw him. The gifis ane calling of 
God are without repentance. The Bible informs us of the nature and 
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extent of God's gifts. As by the offeace of one judgment came upoo 
#I} men unto condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, the 
free gilt came upon all men anto just ification of life. Rom. v. 18, 19. 
aAcain, I will give him (Christ) the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. These are God’s pro- 
mises. Again, | find the following, All the F ither hath given me shall 
come to me, and him that cor meth t tome | will in ne way cast out 3 for 
} came down from heaven not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me; and this is the Father’s will, which has sent me, that of 
wll, which he hath given me, I should louse nothing, but raise tt up at 
the last day. John vt. 37, 58,59. Again, | give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish. 
in the (5th chapter of | Cor. the apostle Paut has made the follow- 
ing important declaration. As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
ell be made alive. Here T observe that all, without exception, die in 
Adam, and as inany as die in Adam shall be made alive in Christ. 
Again [ read, God hath concluded all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all, He has sai! he will have mercy and uot sacrifice. 
I{> is a Godt of love and dlelights in mercy, long suffering, and for- 
giveness. He has comminded all men to pray and not to fuint, and te 
pray in faith, nothing mentee | Now brethren, if we pray for alk 
men, as we are commanded, and at the same time believe only a few 
are to be heirs of endless felicity, we do not pray in faith, and whatso- 
ever is not of faith ts sim, and ¢ onsequet tly an abomination ia the sight 
of God, for without faith it ts impossible to please. From the multi- 
furious passages of scripture | have quoted, you will plainly see, that 
by grace we are saved, sn not of our oars ives, it is the gift of God 
Brethren, “Gor has revealed his purposes to man. To all he has 
given assueances of bis unchanging coolness, and inmatable designs. 
On his goodness all are dependant for subsistence.””. He so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son to redeem it. He 
is « God that is jealous of his own glory, All his dispensations are 
wisely caleulated to promote his glory. In glorious anticipation I 
view tte period that shall emancipste millions of the human fimily 
from darkness, and dissipate the thick mists of error and superstition, 
then ; > shall be led into the glorious liberty of the chillren of God. 
Filled with delight such a glorious prospect, Leannot find words 
to express my gratitude to the author of my being, for favers so im- 
mense, It greatly increases my love to God, to behold the wisdom 
over, and goodness of fis aatare. Tam ready to exclaim with the 
apostle, Whether we live, we live unto the Lord, or whether we dic, 
we die unte the Lord, and whether we live or die, we are the Loril’s. 
With these remirks [draw to a close, hoping my brethren will par- 
don the imperfections and errors of this, and consider them as errors 
of the head and oot of the heart. Lavow my sincerity in the belief of 
the doctrine of imp ertial salvation, rendering thanks to God, who has 
in infinite mercy been pleased to call me from nature's darkness to his 
mirvellous light. “Oace | was blind, aow [ see. | now find the yoke 
of Christ easy and his burdeo light. I find prayer an easy task. and 
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my heart swells with gratituce, while | commend my fellow clay with- 
out exception, to the kt! care of the great Father of the universe — 
‘Yrusting wholly io Christ’s perfect righteousness for salvation, 1 ac- 
knowledge my yighteousness to be as filthy rags, and fecl te say with 
the aposiie Paul, This is . faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Jesus Christ came to save sinners, cf whom l am chief. I 
exhort the brethren to a thorougs perusal of the sacred s ‘riptures, antd 
see whether these things are so. May God give you unverstanding 
and enable you to read with unprejuciced minds, that you may see the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 


EVANGELICAL RESTORATIONIST. 


We have received the first No. of this paper, published at Trov, 
The Doctrine of Grace, of which so -.uch is said in the New- 
‘Testament, it seems, will make no part of the creed of the Restora- 
tionist ; but in company with their Arminian brethren, the editors 
will, no doubt, represent God as an Lnn-keeper on an extensive scale, 
preparing the best accommodations and servi ng up the most costly 
viands for those who can pay him most liberaily ; and dismissing 1 im 
the most ‘surly and contemptuous manner from his abode, the,poor 
and needy, who have nothing to pay. 

Under the head of ** errors corrected,” we presume an allusion is 
made to the ninth number of the Rochester Ma: gazine, where it is 
asserted, that ** the hopes and fears of the Jews were confined to the 

the present life.*? If this be an error, no one will be more desirous 

_of being reclaimed than the author of the above declaration ; nor 

shall any be more ready te avow conviction, as soon as it can be pro- 

duced. We invite a friendly discussion of this important subject ; 

and in order that our readers may be put in full possession of the 

subject to be discussed, we place in contrast the following extracts: 
FROM THE ROCHESTER MAGAZINE. 


“The writers of the Jewish Scriptures had no knowledge of a future 
mode ofexistence. They neither feared nor hoped for any thing be- 
yond the grave! Neither friend nor foe, learned nor unlearned can 

ut his finger on a single passage in the ‘old ‘Testament ands say, here 
is inforniation, that man shall live again. Had the sacred writers 
ever believed. ig a separate state, they would not have declared, 
there is uv device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in Sheol. Eccl. 9, 10. 
In death there is no remembrance of God, aud none shall give him 
thanks in Sheol, Ps. 6,6. Sheol cannot praise God. Is. 38, 18. 
Aiid that the dead know not ang thing. Eccl. 9, 5. & man hath no 
pre-eminence above a beast ; fur all gu unto one ‘4 face 3 all are af the 
dust and ali turn toaust again. Eccl. 3, 19, 20. ts the waters fail 
and the flood drieth up, so man lieth down and riseth not! Job, 14, 12. 

FROM THE EVANGELICAL RESTORATIONIST. 

“It is frequently alleged by some modern writers, that the Jews, under 
the legal dispensation, did not know as much about the | immortality of the 
soul as the heathen philosophers did. Some have even gone se far as fo 
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allege, that the doctrine of a future existence, and the. resurrection of thé 
dead, cannot be found in all the writings of Moses. But does not this be- 
tray a palpable ignorance of the scriptures, or else a fearless perversion of 
them? Did not the Saviour of the world declare, Luke xx. 37, ‘Now that 
the dead are raised, even Moses showed atthe bush, when he called the 
Lord, the ‘God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the Ged of Jacob.— 
For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living.” How could Moses 
show that the dead ure raised, if the doctrine of the resurrection cannot be 
found in all his writings ? And, besides, if Moses taught no such thing, how 
happens it that all the Jews, who received their religion from him, believ- 
ed in it? Paul reproves the Jews for their inconsistency, in calling him in 
question, “for the hope of the resurrection of the dead, which they them- 
selves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and the unjust.” Acts xxviii. 15 And to obviate their slanderous ae- 
cusation against him, that he taught a doctrine against the law. Acts xxvi- 
22. He says that he taught none other things, than those which the pro- 

héts and Moses did say should come ; that Christ should suffer, and that 

e should be the first that should rise from the dead.” But notwithstand- 
ing all this, we find a number of biblical critics, in modern times, who can- 
not find where Mores taught the doctrine of future existence or a resurrec4 
tion of the dead ; and conelude that the Jews knew little or nothing of this 
promise made to the fathers, though the apostle declares that “unto this pro- 
mise, our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope,to come.”. 
The fact is made plain, and undeniable from the foregoing seriptures, that 
the doétrine which some cannot find in Moses’ writings constitutes a dis- 
tinguishing article of his theology.” 


Now as the opinion expressed in the above extract from the R. M. 


is pronounced, by the Restorationist, a visionary hypothesis, whick 

betrays palpable ignorance of the Scriptures, or else a fearless per+ 

version of them.” We might core | have expected that some 
d 


portions of the Jewish Scriptures would have been adduced, and 
some fact, relative to the subject in contest, established ; but far 
otherwise, nota single passage from the writings of Moses, or in- 
deed from any of the Prophets, has been adduced, to show that a fu- 
ture existence was taught by them. Ref2rences to opinions; wheth- 
er ancient or modern on the subject, can be of no avail where direct 
testimony is wanted. Where then, 1 demand, is the passage in the 
Jewish Scriptures, that promises man a heaven or denounces him 
with a hell, in the modern use of these terms. Pau! tells Timothy; 
that Christ had brought immortality to light by the Gospel } but it 
seems it had been brought to light Jong before Christ, by Moses and 
the heathen Philosophers!! Notwithstanding, poor ignorant Moses, 
could owly encourage to the obedience of the Law, by a promise of 
long life!! Why,did he not tell them of an eternal heaven, which 
would have been a much greater inducement? Why did he conceal 
the promises as well as the threatenings ? We wait for a reply. 

' : J. 8S. T 
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